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Aflatoxin Found
in Many Food Products
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flatoxins are colorless,
tasteless and odorless.
It is stable at high
temperature and cannot
be destroyed by normal
cooking. And it is a

common food poison. It is present not
only in peanuts, but also corn, figs
and cereals. Aflatoxin has been found
worldwide as a contaminant of many
foods for people and livestock,
including corn, rice, wheat, peanuts,
black pepper and even wine.

It has long been considered one of the
most serious carcinogens
contaminating the food supply in
developing countries, where high
temperatures and high humidity
among stored crops encourage growth
of the fungus.

Even in developed countries, it has been found to
contaminate food products.

• IN CANADA, a test of various food samples –
rice, soy, barley-based and mixed-grain infant
cereals, corn, wheat, rice-based and mixed-grain
breakfast cereals – in 2002-2005 found 4% of the
breakfast cereals and 1% of the infant cereals
had aflatoxin B1 in levels exceeding the European
Union maximum limit for aflatoxin B1 in baby
foods and processed cereal-based foods for
infants and young children.

• IN KOREA, a 2004 study found aflatoxins in 6%
of uncooked rice collected from markets in Seoul.

• IN BRITAIN, the Food Standards Agency called for
a ban on pistachio nuts imported from Iran in
2002 following a survey which found high levels of
cancer-causing mycotoxins in 10% of pistachio
samples.

• IN THE US, aflatoxins have constantly been
identified in corn and corn products, cottonseed,
milk, and tree nuts such as Brazil nuts, pecans,
pistachio nuts, and walnuts. In 1989, the Food
and Drugs Administration’s tests of grain found
about 6% (95 samples) of corn tested to have
levels above the 20 parts per billion allowed. Its
tests of 263 samples of corn flour and corn meal
found about 2% (or 6 samples) to have more than
20 parts of aflatoxin per billion.

• IN NEPAL, a 2005 study found 1/3 of a total of
832 samples of food tested to be contaminated
with aflatoxins. The highest percentage of
contamination was found in peanut butter/
vegetable oil (42.5%) and the lowest in areca nut
(25%). Cornflakes tested were found to be
contaminated with aflatoxin by more than 30 ppb.

Source: Utusan Konsumer, Mar-Apr 2007
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Lack of gov’t support  for education
highlighted by shortages - IBON

G
overnment support for the public
educational system has been
declining and this is manifested by the
severe shortages besetting the sector,
according to independent think-tank
IBON Foundation.

The 2006 budget of the Department of Education
(DepEd), expressed in real terms (2000=100) has
fallen by almost 6% from 2001 allocations. This
means that, based on school year (SY) 2005-2006
enrolment figures, each public school student is
allocated a share of only P5,082 of the DepEd budget,
down 11% from P5,726 in 2001.

Declining allocations for education are reflected in the
severe shortages of teachers and teaching materiel
that have crippled the public education system.

The shortage of teachers reached 49,699 in SY 2005-
2006, a 31% increase from the 37,932 recorded in SY
2001-2002. Over the same period, the shortage of
classrooms grew by a whopping 586% from 8,443 in
SY 2001-2002 to 57,930 in SY 2005-2006, and the
lack of seats increased 65% from 2.11 million to 3.48
million. Meanwhile, in SY 2004-2005, the lack of
textbooks reached 34.7 million.

The chronic lack of teachers and educational
materials highlights the low priority government gives
education. According to the law, the education sector
should receive the highest share of the national
government budget, but its allocations are dwarfed by
the huge amounts government shells out for debt
servicing.

In fiscal year 2006, for example, education, culture
and manpower development was allocated P131.2
billion in the national budget. But debt service of both
the principal and interest of the country's debts was
allotted a total of P784.43 billion or almost six times
the total budget for education.

Lack of government resources has resulted in falling
participation and completion rates. 5.7 million children
(1.8 million in the elementary level and 3.9 million in
the secondary level) are not enrolled in school.
Further, for every 10 Grade 1 students enrolled, 3 will
not finish elementary and four will not finish high
school.

The lack of adequate government resources for
education compromises the future of the country's
children, 14 million of whom are already considered
poor.

Shortages in classroom,s seats, textbooks and teachers

2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006

Classrooms 8,443 12,470 44,716 51,947 57,930

Seats 2.11M 1.89M 4.87M 4.56M 3.48M

Textbooks nda nda 24.22M 34.7M --

Teachers 37,932 35,818 46,356 38,535 49,699

nda - no data available
Source: DepEd briefing materials, 2002-2005 budget hearings






